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What is the Cambridge?

The Cambridge is an International Pre-University Preparation Program, part of the Cambridge Assessment Group, a not-for-profit organization and a department of the University of Cambridge in England. International General Certificate of Secondary Education (IGCSE) courses taken primarily during the 9th & 10th grade will prepare students for AICE-level (college level) courses.  Student’s first AICE-level course is taken in 10th grade, and more are added each year during 11th & 12th grade.  Each AICE-level course culminates with a Cambridge exam.  Students can earn college credit for passing scores in every AICE-level exam they take.  AICE courses are among the highest level, most rigorous available to students in Davidson County Schools and across the world.
What does AICE stand for?

AICE stands for Advanced International Certificate of Education.  Students can take AS or A level AICE courses that can count toward the AICE Diploma.
Do students have to earn the AICE Diploma?

Students do not have to earn the AICE Diploma. If you decide you want the recognition, you have to earn 7 credits by passing the Cambridge exams in the following categories: Math/Science, Languages, Humanities, and Global Perspectives. 
What are the goals for AICE?

Our goal is to balance knowledge, understanding and skills in our programs and qualifications to enable students to become effective learners and to provide a solid foundation for their continuing educational journey.
How well-known and wide-spread is the AICE Program?

More than 9000 schools offer Cambridge programs worldwide. Cambridge operates in160 countries across 6 regions: Americas, Asia Pacific, Europe, the Middle East and North Africa, South Asia, and Southern Africa.  Over 130 schools in Florida and over 200 across the U.S. offer the AICE Program, while more are being added each year.  The 800th anniversary of Cambridge University was celebrated in 2009, and Cambridge Assessment, which is the world’s largest provider of international examinations, celebrated 154 years in 2012.  
Can I take courses without being in the Cambridge Program?

Yes! Students have the flexibility to select courses they feel will prepare them for college. Our school is committed to giving all students access to rigorous curricula that is nationally accredited.  
What courses am I required to take if I’m in the AICE Program?

In order to earn an AICE Diploma, students must earn the equivalent of seven credits by passing a combination of examinations at either double credit or single credit, with at least one from each of three academic categories:  1) Math/Science, 2) Language, and 3) Arts & Humanities. All students must complete the core course, Global Perspectives (AS Level) if they want to earnt the AICE Diploma.
How are the courses in the AICE Program different than other high school courses?

AICE courses are college-level courses, emphasizing more analytical reasoning, collaboration and research with a heavy emphasis on clear, concise writing skills.  Because these courses require a higher level analysis than the typical high school course, students can expect them to move at a faster pace and to spend more time studying than other high school courses.
How does the AICE Program differ from the IB program?

Students in the AICE program choose courses which emphasize their areas of academic strength, while enjoying the flexibility to pursue other areas of interest as well, rather than requiring every student to take the same courses, at the same level in all subjects.  Students may be able to achieve a higher overall GPA with courses that are a better match to their abilities. Although the rigor and academic expectations of an AICE course are at the highest level, the AICE Program does not emphasize memorization as much as immersion in the subject utilizing critical analysis, reasoning and writing skills.  
How much time can I expect to spend on homework in the AICE Program?
Many students who have never had to spend much time studying in middle school find that to be successful in the AICE Program, they now have to put forth more effort.  Students can expect an average of 90 minutes per night in 9th grade, 100/night in 10th, 110/night in 11th, and 120/night in 12th grade.  Students will need to be committed to nightly studying and completing all assignments; counting on test scores or last minute “cramming” will not bring success.
Are the IGCSE and AICE courses weighted for GPA calculation?

One extra half G.P.A. quality point (.5) is awarded for grades in IGCSE courses.  One extra GPA quality point (1.0) is awarded for grades in AICE courses.
How many colleges across the US accept AICE college credit?

The Cambridge exams are recognized around the world as “AS and A Level” courses/credits – AICE is what the Cambridge program is called in the U.S. 100% of Ivy League universities and over 450 private and out-of-state universities in the U.S. recognize & accept AS and A Level exam credits with more being added each year.
Where does the course content for AICE courses come from?

AICE courses follow a course syllabus that is designed by Cambridge International Examinations.
What type of training do the AICE teachers go through?

Ongoing specialized training for AICE teachers is provided by Cambridge International Examinations.  McGavock teachers attend trainings to ensure that they are on track with new methods and teaching materials, and to encourage increased success in the courses and exam passing rates.
Which Tennessee colleges or universities acknowledge AS/A level courses?

Currently, MTSU, Lee University, Rhodes College, TSU, University of Memphis, TTU, University of Tennessee Chattanooga, University of Tennessee Knoxville, Vanderbilt University, University of Tennessee, and Carson Newman College acknowledge AS/A level courses with a grade of C or better on the examinations.
